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Poor representation of women a matter of concern: IIT-K 

director 

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

KANPUR: The daylong all-women alumni meet held at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IIT-K) was 

marked by the director expressing concern over poor number of girl students at the institute and elucidating 

steps taken by the administration to make the campus more women-friendly.  

Delivering the inaugural address, IIT-K director Dr Indranil Manna on Saturday said it was surprising that in 

undergraduate engineering programmes, the number of girls was less than 10% even as the figure went up to 

20% at the postgraduate level.  

“In terms of teaching too, women comprise just 5% of the total number of faculty members. However, the 

problem is not restricted to just IIT-K but is faced by all IITs of the country,” he added. Dwelling upon causes 

of indifference among girls towards engineering education, he said there was a need to change the attitude of 

the girls’ families as well as the society. “A broad-minded and dynamic education approach could enhance the 

number of girls opting for engineering education,” Dr Manna said.  

Referring to the IIT-K’s effort to make the campus women-friendly, he said, “A separate Women’s Cell has 

been created for both girl students and women faculty members. The cell ensures action against those found 

guilty of causing embarrassment to them.”  
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Elaborating on other measures, he said, “We are encouraging appointments of couples. This will not just attract 

good faculty members but also help retain them as when both husband and wife are employed at one place, 

neither will want to change the institute.”  

Dr Manna said a childcare centre has been introduced on the campus to facilitate teachers and other staff 

members. Besides, adequate avenues were opened for developing their respective skills. IIT-K director urged 

the women alumni to suggest ways through which participation of girls and women faculty members could be 

enhanced without compromising with existing norms of the institute.  

Meanwhile, district magistrate Dr Roshan Jacob, in her keynote address, said it was encouraging that women 

have registered their presence in almost every walk of life, be it service sectors to adventurous missions like 

mountaineering. Highlighting the inherent qualities of women, she advised them to set new examples in their 

respective fields. “Women have already established their efficacy by being dedicated towards their job, 

maintaining work-life balance and promoting social values,” she added.  

 

Faculty crunch: NIT Jalandhar to discontinue 3 courses 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/jalandhar/faculty-crunch-nit-jalandhar-to-discontinue-3-courses/article1-

1336259.aspx 

The Dr BR Ambedkar National Institute of Technology (NIT), Jalandhar, has decided to discontinue three 

courses — mining, electrical engineering and information technology (IT) — from the upcoming academic 

session due to non-availability of faculty. 

The decision was taken during the recent meeting of the board of governors and decided to discontinue the three 

courses that were started in the 2013-14 session. 

A Agnihotri, acting director, NIT Jalandhar, said, “The board has taken the decision as they do not want 

students to suffer due to non-availability of faculty in these courses. So we will not accept new admissions for 

the 2015-16 session.” 

He said students already enrolled will continue with the courses started during the tenure of the then director SK 

Das in 2013-14. The student intake for these four-year courses is 40 each and around 10 teachers are required 

for every stream. Agnihotri said teachers for the first year are common due to similar syllabus. 

Sources said IT and computer science departments have three contractual teachers; electrical has only one 

teacher who has been given additional charge though he is faculty for instrumentation and control engineering 

while mining has been handled by contractual teachers. 

The board of governors has sent the minutes of the meeting for approval to the Union ministry of human 

resource development.  

IIT Bhubaneswar shifting to Argul Campus by July 2015 

http://www.odishanewsinsight.com/odisha/iit-bhubaneswar-shifting-to-argul-campus-by-july-2015/ 

IIT Bhubaneswar is getting ready to shift to its new campus at Argul during July 2015. This has been decided in 

a high level meeting held under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary Sri Gokul Chandra Pati in secretariat 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/jalandhar/faculty-crunch-nit-jalandhar-to-discontinue-3-courses/article1-1336259.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/jalandhar/faculty-crunch-nit-jalandhar-to-discontinue-3-courses/article1-1336259.aspx
http://www.odishanewsinsight.com/odisha/iit-bhubaneswar-shifting-to-argul-campus-by-july-2015/
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conference hall recently wherein Director IIT Sri Madhusudan Chakrabarti presented the progress of various 

infrastructural projects required for shifting of the campus. Reviewing the progress,  Chief Secretary has 

directed concerned departments to complete the projects by April,2015. 

It has been decided in the meeting that an interim water supply arrangement will be done for IIT campus. Public 

Health Department has been asked to complete the project by 30th April. It may be pertinent to mention here 

that a mega water supply project to IIT,NISER and other leading institutions in the area is under 

implementation. This is scheduled to be completed during 2018-19. 

The interim water supply project has been taken up to facilitate the shifting of IIT to its new campus. Chief 

Secretary Sri Pati has advised Director IIT to construct roof top rain water harvesting structures in the campus 

to reduce dependence on ground water. It has been targeted to complete the structures before coming rainy 

season. Roads & Buildings department has been directed to expedite the construction of approach road and 

complete it well before scheduled time. It has also been decided that a police out post will be set up at Argul 

near IIT. 

Chief Secretary has advised to locate the Outpost in a strategic place for  catering to  the need of  various 

institutions coming up in the area. Lighting of the road from NISER Jn to IIT campus has also been put on the 

table.   CESU has been asked to take necessary steps for the purpose. 

Additional Chief Secretary Revenue & Disaster Management Dr Taradatt, Principal Secretary Home Sri C.J. 

Venugopal along with Collector Khordha and senior officers from departments of PHD, Energy and Works and 

Police Commissionerate participated in discussions. 

Central team submits report on IIT-Jodhpur to MHRD on 

‘terminator’ chief 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/Central-team-submits-report-on-IIT-Jodhpur-to-MHRD-on-terminator-

chief/articleshow/46893414.cms 

JODHPUR: The committee sent to IIT-Jodhpur by the MHRD to break the deadlock and ensure normalcy, left on Saturday 

with an assurance given to the students and faculty to table their grievances in the upcoming board meeting.  

 

Having failed to appease the agitating students, the committee has however, prepared a detailed reported followed by a 

discussion in various rounds on Friday and Saturday with all the stake holders on the demands of the students and 

submitted the same to the MHRD.  

 

"We held a detailed discussion in a series of rounds with the students and the faculties in these two days and prepared a 

detailed report, which we submitted to the MHRD on Saturday," said D R Mehta, head of the committee and member of 

the board of governors (BoG).  

 

Besides this Mehta also assured them to put their grievances, whatsoever, before the meeting of the BOG for their 

solution, which is expected in next two weeks.  

 

He, however, admitted that the rules of the IIT-Jodhpur are stricter in comparison with other IITs.  

 

"I have advised to align these rules with those of other institutions besides putting up an effective grievance redressal 

mechanism here, so that the contentious issues could be resolved in time," said Mehta.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/Central-team-submits-report-on-IIT-Jodhpur-to-MHRD-on-terminator-chief/articleshow/46893414.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/Central-team-submits-report-on-IIT-Jodhpur-to-MHRD-on-terminator-chief/articleshow/46893414.cms
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On the other hand, appearing appeased after the first round of talks with the committee sent on Friday, the students 

again changed their stand and have decided to continue their 12-day long agitation demanding the ouster of the 

director C V R Murti, rolling back the termination order of a faculty and inquiry into all the past faculty terminations.  

 

Terming the agitation by the students in an institution unfortunate, Mehta said that this student agitation has dealt a 

massive blow to the reputation of the institution and will have far-reaching impact on the prospects of the institution.  

 

Referring to the issue of faculty crunch in the IIT, which has only 44 teachers currently against the total proposed 

capacity of 90, he assured that the figure will touch the mark of 55 in next 3 months and 65 by the end of the year. 
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National Centre for Mathematics to come up on IIT 

Bombay campus 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/national-centre-for-mathematics-to-come-up-on-iit-bombay-

campus/ 

Having trained around 180 teachers and 600 students each year since the inception of a virtual maths centre in 

2010, the National Centre for Mathematics (NCM) — a joint initiative of IIT Bombay and Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research (TIFR) — will now be built at IIT Bombay’s Powai campus. The aim is to enable 

teachers to experience on-campus learning and demystify maths for students. 

“According to a survey, one-third of engineers do not possess mathematical skills needed in day-to-day life for 

doing simple transactions, counting and arranging. They have a weak understanding of concepts as elementary 

as decimals, powers, operations, ratio, fractions and the ability to apply these concepts to real-world problems. 

Similarly, doctoral students in most universities in India are not provided basic education in fundamental areas 

of mathematics. The NCM is an attempt to bridge these glaring gaps,” said an IIT Bombay official. 

The Centre will also enable leading mathematicians from India and abroad to get together, stay on campus and 

undertake joint research activities. While Rs 32 crore have been approved for constructing the building, actual 

construction will start from the middle of this year. “Currently, the Centre is virtual and the programmes are 

being run in collaboration with different institutes across the country, but for things to run smoothly and under 

one roof, IIT Bombay and TIFR have proposed constructing a building for NCM,” said the official. 

While annual foundation schools will be targeted at first year PhD students, advanced instructional schools will 

be for second to fifth year PhD students. Besides, there will be workshops for researchers, instructional schools 

for college and university teachers, and teacher’s enrichment workshops for college teachers. “Teachers’s 

enrichment workshops have been started in few metro cities. It is meant to introduce college mathematics 

teachers to interesting topics in the basic subjects they teach,” said another official. 

Mysuru and Raichur in race for IIT 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/mysuru-and-raichur-in-race-for-iit/article7097137.ece 

The government has decided to recommend Raichur, Hubballi-Dharwad, and Mysuru for establishing an Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT). 

“These names will be forwarded to the Union government,” Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said at a public 

function here on Saturday. 

He was responding to demands by speakers, including Jagadish Shettar, former Chief Minister; Pralhad Joshi, 

MP; Prasad Abbayya, MLA, and Basavaraj Horatti, MLC, for recommending Hubballi-Dharwad as the location 

for the proposed IIT. 

“Ever since the Union government sanctioned the IIT, there have been demands from various districts, 

including my home district Mysuru, that it be located there. 

“During the Cabinet meeting in Gulbarga when Jagadish Shettar was Chief Minister, a decision was taken to 

recommend Raichur. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/national-centre-for-mathematics-to-come-up-on-iit-bombay-campus/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/national-centre-for-mathematics-to-come-up-on-iit-bombay-campus/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/mysuru-and-raichur-in-race-for-iit/article7097137.ece
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“We can’t overrule the previous government’s decision. In the light of these demands, we will recommend 

Raichur, Hubballi-Dharwad, and Mysuru,” Mr. Siddaramaiah said. 

He said as per the norms, the Centre would send a study team and then take a decision. 

He clarified that as Chief Minister, he wanted uniform development of the State and would be happy with any 

district being chosen for setting up the premier institute. 

Decision 

Earlier, referring to the Cabinet decision on recommending Raichur for establishing the IIT, Mr. Shettar 

clarified that the people of north Karnataka would not quarrel over the issue of location, whether it is Raichur or 

Hubballi-Dharwad. 

“We want the IIT in north Karnataka,” he said. 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah says he wants uniform development of the State and would be happy with any 

district being chosen for setting up the premier institute 
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